
Parks & Recreation Advisory Board                                                                               

Minutes                                                                                                     

March 4, 2020 

 

 

Board Attendance Record      Present                                        
William Dryburgh 4/6        Don McCormick                                

Don McCormick 5/6                           Kay Tvaroch                     

Kay Tvaroch   6/6       Debra Anlauf                               

Debra Anlauf  6/6            Erick Toth                                

Erick Toth 5/6        Maria Greenberg                                 

Maria Greenberg 5/6               Fred Pazona                                                                                                                            

Fred Pazona 6/6        

Absent                                    

William Dryburgh                                                                               

                                                              

County Representatives      Guests                 

Joseph, Tiseo, Commission Liaison                                                 Mike Clementi                                           

Tina Powell, Natural Resources Manager                                        Debbie Thompson                                                                                  

Kathy Koroschetz, Administrative Assistant    John Thompson                                                                                                                  

                                          Chuck Witzke                                                             

                                                            

 Vice Chair Maria Greenberg welcomed members, staff and visitors to the meeting. 

 

 

 Roll Call 

 

 

 Minutes 

Motion to approve the 2020 February Minutes made by Don McCormick, 2nd by Erick 

Toth and was unanimously approved. 

 

 

 Division Reports – January 2020 

                     

                                 

 Old Business  

None 

    

                

                                                                                              



 New Business 

 

I. Sunrise Waterway – Citizens comments – Chuck Witzke Chairman of the Buena Vista 

Waterway Management Municipal Service Benefit Unit (MSBU) spoke on behalf of citizen’s 

concerns. The biggest problem the MSBU is having is the point of land at the end of the 

beach complex that has grown and is needing to be dredged more often. Mr. Witzke 

proposed that Charlotte County have a liaison to attend MSBU meetings to better the 

communication and discuss how to fix the issue. 

 

o Tina Powell acknowledged that erosion is an ongoing problem at Port Charlotte 

Beach and the County does regularly place dredge material on Port Charlotte beach, 

but only above the main high water because it is an aquatic preserve and DEP 

(Department of Environmental Protection) does not permit the County to place sand 

below the main high water. DEP will also not allow a seawall and if we want to do a 

long term managed re-nourishment plan on a regular basis it would have to be 

presented to the State Board of Trustees for special permissions due to it being an 

aquatic preserve. 

Chuck Witzke suggested another alternative would be to re-route the channel.  Tina Powell 

replied that is something that would have to be done through Matt Logan and Public Works, 

because dredging and movement of channels is not under the purview of Community 

Services.  

o Maria Greenberg commented that it seems the issue is beyond the scope of the 

Parks and Recreation Advisory Board (PRAB) and Community Services, and that 

this should be done through Public Works and maybe even the State. Tina Powell 

added that Community Services has never denied Public Works the authority to 

dredge on our properties. 

 

o Commissioner Tiseo asked for more clarification on exactly what Mr. Witzke was 

requesting, whether it was for approval to dredge more frequently? permission to re-

route the channel? re-nourishment? a seawall? or approval for MSBU to dredge on 

their own? 

 

Chuck Witzke replied by saying he would like MSBU to take responsibility for the point of   

land at beach complex and dredge it as needed, and if Charlotte County comes up with 

any new projects or need sand re-embellishment to inform MSBU so we can work 

together. 

 

o Don McCormick commented that he doesn’t recall this issue coming to the attention 

of the PRAB in the past, and understands Mr. Witzke is looking to coordinate 

projects, but did not believe the PRAB can help with this issue, but that PRAB is 

willing to help find out who that is.  Don McCormick also thanked Mr. Witzke for 

bringing it to the attention of the board that one of our parks is eroding at this rate. 

 



o Tina Powell’s suggestion was for Community Services staff to meet with Public 

Works staff.  Once we have more information we can bring it back to the PRAB to 

make a recommendation. 

 

o Commissioner Tiseo added that being a liaison to the PRAB, he has this issue on 

his radar and if it’s something he needs to brought back to the Board of County 

Commissioners (BCC) he would be doing that. 

 

Motion to table the discussion until more information is available made by Fred Pazona 2nd 

by Debra Anlauf and was unanimously approved. 

 

 Sports Council Update by Erick Toth    

- Went through the County Partnership Programs including Kids Fest, Easter Egg 

Hunt, and Pitch Hit and Run. 

- Discussed several items such as field fatigue prevention, and field maintenance 

during dry season. 

- Went over Spring Training schedule 

- Background checks for all the clubs needing updating 

- Went through Spring Fling for Lacrosse and Snowbird Classic 

- Went through filed and any facility issues with Monty and David 

 

 Member Issues 

 

o Fred Pazona brought up an issue where he is being asked to move to another 

lane when swimming because swim club is coming in.  

 

o Erick Toth replied we do try to accommodate everyone and I am not sure if they 

are paying fees for a special program, but I will speak to Lonne Moore to get 

more clarification. 

 

o Fred Pazona also brought up that the back gate is being used to enter the pool 

area at South County Regional Pool and they are not checking in at the front 

desk.  

 

o Tina Powell said she will communicate this gate issue to Tommy Scott. 

 

o Don McCormick shared a complimentary email he received on the safety issue 

being resolved at the Punta Gorda Library with pedestrians and the book drop-

off.  Tommy Scott followed through with a solution and residents took notice. 

 

o Commissioner Tiseo attended the season opener at Charlotte Sports Park as 

part of the Ambassador Program along with his son throwing out the first pitch. 

Commissioner Tiseo complimented the staff on a great job they are doing at the 

Spring Training games and noted the games seem to be well attended. 

 

 



 Directors Report 

 

o Tina Powell suggested that the April PRAB field trip be to South County Regional 

Park to look at recent improvements, Carmelita Park and the Pickleplex. We will 

meet at Mid-County Library at 11:00am on April 1, 2020. 

 

 Citizens Input  

 

 

 Announcement                                                                                                                             

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

 Adjourned at 12:05 p.m. 

 

CC: Commissioner Ken Doherty, District 1                                                                                          
Commissioner Chris Constance, District 2                                                                          
Commissioner Bill Truex, District 3                                                                             
Commissioner Stephen R. Deutsch, District 4                                                             
Commissioner Joe Tiseo, District 5                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
Hector Flores, County Administrator                                                                                   

Emily Lewis, Deputy County Administrator 

  

 


